
I am honoured to put on record that the meritorious 
faculty, brilliant students and hardworking employees 
of the Guru Angad Dev Veterinary and Animal          
Sciences University have earned ICARôs Rank No. 1 
from amongst the State Agricultural  University for the 
year 2017-18. I congratulate the various partners in its 
growth and development, viz. the students, staff and 
scientists for their innovations, farsightedness,             
dedication and hard work. Above all, I thank the        
farmers for reposing their faith in our scientific          

leadership and for their support to this  institution.  
 

Within thirteen years of its inception in 2005, the University has earned a 
special niche for itself as a centre of academic excellence in the field of 
animal production, health and related areas that have had tremendous         
impact on the growth of livestock sector in the Region. Albeit, we have a 
small number of students with some limitations of staff and scientists, our 
research programmes are spread across a wide spectrum of discipline(s). 
The knowledge and technologies developed by the university have been 
adopted by the stakeholders. Placement for professional education in this 
institute is in high demand by students from pan India and even from 
overseas and for scientists for getting advanced trainings in areas of         
subject matter under CAFT, for keeping abreast with latest know-how.  
 

While all these achievement are very nice, morale boosters and worth 
feeling proud of, there is no room for us to become complacent. As sky is 
the limit for growth, we still have a long way to go to make this institution 
a global education hub and to keep at an epitome of success. We need to 
remain committed to make tangible impact on the health, economy and 
social status of our farmers while ensuring animal welfare and a clean 
healthy unpolluted environment. 
 

I convey my best wishes for the success of our students, staff, faculty and 
administration for all their pursuits in academic and personal spheres. 

 
(A. S. Nanda) 

Vice-Chancellor 

From the Desk of the Vice-Chancellor 
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The Animal Husbandry, Fisheries, Dairy Develop-
ment & Labour Minister S. Balbir Singh Sidhu visited 
Guru Angad Dev Veterinary & Animal Sciences        
University, Ludhiana on 4th May 2018. The Minister 
held a meeting with the Vice-Chancellor Dr. A. S. 
Nanda and Deans, Directors and officers of the       
University. The Minister highlighted a number of        
important issues related to livestock farming and       
veterinary profession.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maiden Visit of Honõble Cabinet Minister  S. Babir 

Singh Sidhu - a  Moral Booster for GADVASU   

Vice-Chancellor Dr. A. S. Nanda welcomed the Minister                                  
S. Balbir Singh Sidhu 

Dr. Nandaô apprised the Honôble Minister about 
the ongoing activities of the University.           
S. Sidhu emphasized the role of livestock                     
profession in improving the socio-economic 
status of the farming community, vis- -̈vis, a 
positive fillip to economy.  
 

The Minister further emphasized the need for 
sensitizing the farmers to adopt livestock farming 
in a scientific manner and expressed that the 
extension services & training of farmers in this 
venture will yield the high economic returns to 
the farmers. He said that the Department of       
Animal Husbandry in collaboration with the 
University should make farmers aware about 
the useful technologies that can be beneficial 
to them. Dr. Nanda informed the Minister that 
dairy farming, poultry, piggery, goatery and fish 
farming have been very lucrative professions 
providing high monetary returns to the farmers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Minister visited the various departments of 
the University along with Dr. Amarjeet Singh, 
Director, Animal Husbandry, S. Inderjit Singh, 
Director, Dairy Development Board and Sh. Madan 
Mohan, Director and Warden of Fisheries of  
Punjab and appreciated the efforts being made 
by the University for promoting livestock health 
and animal husbandry in the state. S. Sidhu 
praised the small milk chiller and kit for exam-
ining milk adulteration developed by the Universi-
ty. He emphasized that duckweed waste biore-
mediation model developed by GADVASU for 
treating polluted village ponds can be replicat-
ed in the villages of the state. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit of S. Balbir Singh Sidhu to College of Fisheries 

Dr. Nanda felicitating the Honôble Minister S. Balbir Singh Sidhu 

University Tops  Among  State Agricultural Universities  

Dr. Nanda receiving the award from Union Agriculture Minister 
Shri Radha Mohan Singh 

 

Guru Angad Dev Veterinary and Animal Sciences 
University has been ranked number one amongst all 
state agricultural universities by the Indian Council of 
Agricultural Research (ICAR). Dr. A.S. Nanda,         
Vice-Chancellor received the award for this achieve-
ment from the Union Agriculture Minister Shri Radha 
Mohan Singh at the ICAR foundation day award         
ceremony held on 16th July 2018 at New Delhi.  
 

Honô ble Chief Minister of Punjab,  
Captain Amarinder Singh lauded the 
University for being ranked top among 
all State Agricultural Universities by 
the  ICAR. The Chief Minister has 
been advocating promotion of livestock 
sector to encourage the state's       
struggling farmers to shift from the  
traditional crops to boost their income. 



The University developed an innovative immu-
notherapy for bovine Brucellosis which has 
been shown to cure Brucellosis in adult cows in 
three months with a single injection of the new 
therapeutic vaccine. The findings of the study 
have been published in the prestigious journal 
PLoS Neglected Tropical Diseases and can 
have profound implications for Brucellosis con-
trol in developing countries, particularly in India 
where slaughter of cattle is not permitted. The      
breakthrough is the brainchild of Dr. Hari Mohan 
Saxena, Professor of Immunology in the         
Department of Veterinary Microbiology at 
GADVASU, Ludhiana and project was           
meticulously executed by Ms. Sugandha Raj, a 
MVSc student under his supervision.  

This novel immunotherapy and its non-invasive 
monitoring through the molecular biomarker(s) 
have been successfully employed for the first 
time.  
 

User Friendly Website - A Facelift  
 

The upgraded version of University website was 
launched by Dr. A S Nanda, Vice-Chancellor. 
The website has responsive template features 
and user friendly access from various techno-
logical gadgets including desktop computers, 
laptop, mobile phones and tablets. The website 
design has been re-introduced  making it more 
vibrant. The dynamic menu and popup features 
have been added on front page of the website 
for the important announcement(s). A Radio 
and Video link has been provided for radio talks 
and video literature of the University for educat-
ing farmers and students for transcending the 
information out of university domain to end    
users. The login management facility for faculty 
and students also helps the faculty in sending 
assignment(s) to students online.  

 

A Team of Editors from Veterinary Medicine  
 

Dr. Swaran Singh Randhawa has been elected 
as an Editor, Dr. Shukriti Sharma as an           
Associate Editor and Dr. D.K. Gupta as an         
Assistant Editor to the Indian Journal of          
Veterinary Medicine (IJVM), who as a unified 
team will try to improve the NAAS rating of the 
esteemed journal.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A new lease of life for cow calf  
 

A new born cow calf had both rear legs flexed and 
was waking in a typical óCrouched stanceô, which 
was diagnosed as óBilateral Lateral Patellar Luxa-
tionô. It was successfully operated under spinal 
anesthesia to correct it. The calf started walking 
normally a day after remedial surgery.   
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Immunotherapy for Brucellosis -A Novel Approach  

Newly elected Editorial team of IJVM 

 

 

Dr. H M Saxena and Ms. Sugandha Raj  

Dr. Sanjeev Kumar Uppal,     
Professor-cum-Head, Department of 
Veterinary Medicine, joined as 
Dean, Postgraduate Studies at 
Guru Angad Dev Veterinary and 
Animal Sciences University, Ludhi-
ana. Dr. Uppal earned his Ph.D. 
in Veterinary Medicine from 
Punjab Agricultural University under the 
óSandwich Programmeô of German Academic 
Exchange Service (DAAD) Fellowship. He has 
several awards and honours to his credit includ-
ing Commonwealth Postdoctoral Fellowship at 
University of Liverpool (UK), DC Blood Gold 
Medal by Indian Society for Veterinary Medicine 
and ICAR fellowships at graduate and                  
post-graduation level. He  undertook Advanced 
Clinical Training from Western College of           
Veterinary Medicine, University of Saskatchewan, 
Canada. The postgraduate studies at university 
will achieve new milestones under his visionary 
supervision. 

Dr. Uppal Joined as Dean, Postgraduate Studies  
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Various other dignitaries also graced the occasion 
and lauded the establishment of RRTC. Dr. Amarjit 
Singh Nanda, Vice-Chancellor of the University 
spot-lighted that buffalo being the native animal, is 
well adapted to the local climatic conditions and 
resistant to various diseases and parasites. Murrah 
and Nili Ravi are two important breeds of buffaloes 
reared in Punjab. There is ample scope to supply 
superior germplasm of buffaloes to adjoining 
states. 
 
 
 

Dr. Harish Kumar Verma, Director of Extension 
Education, GADVASU expressed that estab-
lishment of a buffalo herd of high yielding       
buffaloes/bulls in the Tarn Taran district for 
production of superior germplasm will impart a 
competitive edge to the existing farms. The 
centre will establish a nucleus herd of          
buffaloes, true to breed buffaloes to be        
procured from breeding tract after recording of 
production performance and disease testing of 
animals. The farm will be managed using best 
latest technologies and infrastructure available 
in the country. Dr. J.P.S. Gill, Director            
Research, GADVASU shared the plan to      
improve buffalo breeds in the area by develop-
ing an elite herd of 100 buffaloes, 10 bulls and 
their followers so that superior bulls of high  
genetic merit can be selected. A fodder       
calendar was released and progressive          
farmers were awarded by the dignitaries.   

Regional Research and Training Centre (RRTC) for Buffaloes - A Paramount Necessity  

Cabinet Minister S. Balbir Singh Sidhu unveiling the 
foundation stone 

Guru Angad Dev Veterinary and Animal Sciences 
University, Ludhiana is going to establish the 
óRegional Research and Training Centre for        
Buffaloesô at Booh (Tarn Taran). The  foundation 
stone of the centre was laid by S. Balbir Singh 
Sidhu, Cabinet Minister, Animal Husbandry,       
Fisheries, Dairy & Labour Department. Addressing 
the administration of the University and gathering 
of farmers on the event, the Minister said that 
functioning of the Centre for Buffaloes at Booh 
(Tarn Taran) will improve the economy of small 
and landless people engaged in animal husbandry 
and contribute to the flourishing of the dairy         
industry in the area. S. Sidhu promised to put his 
best efforts to start a Veterinary Polytechnic in the 
area. The Minister also inaugurated the óSale 
Pointô for  providing various university inputs, i. e. 
literature, mineral  mixture, bypass fat, mastitis 
kits, etc. at the Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Booh. 

Dr. A. S. Nanda and Dr. Harish Verma felicitating the 
Cabinet Minister S. Balbir Singh Sidhu  

A large gathering of farmers at the function presided by 
the Cabinet Minister 



Sh. Ajay Vir Jakhar, Chairman, Punjab State 
Farmer's Commission visited GADVASU,       
Ludhiana. Sh. Jakhar held a meeting with        
Dr. Amarjit Singh Nanda, Vice-Chancellor, officers 
and faculty of the University to discuss the    
development of a new Agriculture Policy for the 
State of Punjab. The meeting focused mainly on 
Livestock, Poultry and Fisheries related policy 
to be included in the new Agriculture Policy. Sh. 
Jakhar is meeting different Stake holders of  
Agriculture, Livestock, farming community and 
Industry people to invite suggestions to prepare 
a draft of the policy. Dr. Balwinder Singh Sidhu, 
Commissioner, Agriculture, Punjab also attended 
the meeting. The draft of new policy would be 
presented in the Punjab Assembly for open       
deliberation and views. Dr. Amarjit Singh Nanda, 
Vice-Chancellor emphasized the importance of 
agriculture policy which will help the farmers for 
making livestock sustainable and profitable.  

 

Award Won by Faculty  
 

Dr. Syed Shabih Hassan, Assistant 
Scientist (Fisheries), Department 
of Fisheries Resource Management 
has been awarded the prestigious 
Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan 
Sadbhawana Awardòï2018 with 
Medal given by Achiever`s        
Association for Economic Research & Develop-
ment in national level conference on ñIndividual 
Contribution Towards Health, Educational and 
Economic Developmentò held at Deputy Speaker 
Hall Annexe, Constitution Club of India, Rafi 
Marg, New Delhi on 7th April 2018. The main 
charter of the event was to honour eminent per-
sonalities from the various strata of life for their 
ñextra-ordinaireò achievement and contribution 
in the respective field of educational activity. 

 

Activities of KVKs/ Research Stations 
 

§ Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Barnala organized five days 
skill development training on Bee-Keeping for 
the rural youth, farmers and farm women. 

§ Krishi Vigyan Kendra, S.A.S. Nagar (Mohali)  
celebrated World Health Day at village Shahpur 
and Government Middle School, Khanpur, block 
Kharar, SAS Nagar (Mohali). 

§ Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Booh, Tarn Taran in     
collaboration with Department of Agriculture and 
Farmers Welfare, Tarn Taran organized óField 
Harvest Day on Happy Seeder Sown Wheatô at 

Village Bangla RaiΣ Tarn Taran. 

§ Krishi Vigayan Kendra Handiaya 
(Barnala)     organized one day Crop Harvest 
Day on demonstrations of Wheat Crop Sown 
with Happy Seeder at Village Kattu. 

§ Krishi Vigyan Kendra Mohali celebrated World 
Earth Day at Gurukul International School, 
Dussarna, Mohali. 
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Farmer's Commission Chairman visited           

the University  
Research Project 

Faculty from the College of Fisheries, GADVASU 
earned a research project entitled óSurveillance of 
freshwater and saline water fish and shellfish       
diseases in Punjabô funded by the National         
Fisheries Development Board-Department of          
Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries             
coordinated by ICAR-National Bureau of Fish         
Genetic Resources, Lucknow. Dr. Naveen Kumar 
B.T. is the Principal Investigator of the project 
worth Rs. 27.125 lakh.  The programme is aimed 
to strengthen the passive and active disease        
surveillance of the aquatic animal diseases in the 
state in order to ensure that each incident of          
disease outbreak is reported and investigated. 
This disease reporting system will have trade       
implications as per WTO. 
 
 

Dr. A. S. Nanda welcoming the Chairman Farmersô 
Commission Sh. Ajay Vir Jakhar 

Awareness programme at Shrimp Farms under the project 


